University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi-110 002

F. No. UGC/VIMST/ 2013
Dated 21.11.2013

The Registrar/Director

Of all the Indian Universities
(Deemed, State, Central Universities/
Institutions of National importance)

Subject: Equivalence of Degrees awarded by Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) Institutions at par with Conventional Universities/ Institutions

Sir/ Madam,

There are a number of Open and Distance Learning Institutions (ODLIs) in
the country offering Degree/ Diploma/Certificate programmes through the mode of
non formal education. These comprise Open Universities, Distance Education
Institutions (either single mode or dual mode) of Central Universities, State
Universities, Deemed to be Universities, Institutions of National Importance or any
other Institution of Higher learning recognized by Central/State/Statutory
Council/Societies registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.

2. A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter F1 No- 52/2000(CPP-II)
dated May 05, 2004 (copy enclosed) mentioning that Degrees/Diplomas /
Certificates/ awarded by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent to corresponding - awards of the
traditional Universities in the country.

3. Attention is also invited to UGC circular No F1-25/93(CPP-II) dated 28"
July 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition.of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University stream
to traditional universities/ institutions is ensured without any difficulty.



4.  The Government of India, in exercise of its power conferred under section 20(1)
of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dated 29™ December 2012 entrusting UGC with
the responsibility of regulating higher education programme in open and distance
learning (ODL) mode. Consequently, Universities/ Institutions desirous of offering
any programme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC.

5. As you are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
Open and the Distance Education System. The envisioned role may be fulfilled by
recognizing and treating the Degrees / Diplomas/ Certificates  awarded through
distance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system of education.
Open and Distance Education System in the country is contributing a lot in expansion
of Higher Education and for achieving target of GER, without compromising on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of ODL institutions for the
purpose of promotion/ employment and pursuing higher education may prove a
deterrent to many learners and will ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and
Distance Education.

6.  Accordingly, the Degrees/ Diplomas/ Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODL institutions, recognized by DEC (erstwhile) and UGC, in
conformity with UGC Notification on specification of Degrees should be treated as
equivalent to the corresponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/Certificate of the
traditional Universities/ institutions in the country.

(Vikram $afay)\ \”’J
Director(Admn)

Tel: 011 2323 0405
Email: vikramsahay7@gmail.com

Encl: As above

Copy to:

1. Secretary, Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001.

2. Secretary, All Indian Council for Technical Education, 7" Floor, Chandra Lok
Building, Janpath, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Association of Indian Universities, AIU House, 16 Comrade Indrajit
Gupta Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi-110002.
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F1-52/2000(CPP-II) ,
April, 2004

_ 5 MAY 2004

The Registrar/Director

of all the Indian. Umversmes
(Deemed, State Central Universities/
lnst:lutlons of Natlonal :mportance)

Subject: “f.Recdgnition-of Dearees awacded by Open Universities.
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Sm’Madam v | '
There a're a nun"zbcr of open Universities in"the country Ofannu VenOus
e mode of ron-formal _education. The Open

degrees!dxpfoma -through th
Universities.- have been esteblished in the country by.an Act. of Parliament or
State Legislalure in accordance with ine [ OVISIONS. CO; Aizined.in Sectinn 7(f) of
Umvers&ly Grams Commission Acl, 1956. These universities -are, iheretore.
empowered to award degrees in terms of Section 22(1)of the. UGC Act, 1956. '

A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter NF 1-8/92(CPP) cfatef1
February,‘1992 mentioning that the Certificate, D:p!omas and Degrees awarde

by indita Gangdhi Ngticnat Open [ Iniversily are to be treated equivalent to the
wulssponding awards of the [ Iniversities in the country.
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Attennon is further in
July, 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition of degre
transfer of credit for courses successiully completed. by students between i7°
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The UCC h*w cpnmf nd the nomenclature of degrees under Section 2202 ”‘ ot
LRt i'"'unlf LR S I B Py 4

o ensure mandaloty 1equirements
d for awarding such "f*g*’eﬂ A cupy vl C,

ation ©f "*”gref-m eued vida No.1.582/67(CFe- I
- Jetzi'e gre g'so given in LG Wel

the UGC Act, 1956
academic inputs require

Notification regarding spec;ﬂ
rotd A1<t January 2004 is encoses

siie vmw_uacdt,,m .
W ’ r‘-—‘p-:arf




-
ik
ok
[}

; i
i May, I'therefore request you to treat the ‘Degrees /Diploma /Certificates awarda
by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC notification on Specification of

I Degrees as equivalent to the corresponding awards of the traditions| Universities in tHe
country.

s

Yours faithfully,

’Tﬂ"\‘ {y\i

(Dr [Mrs.]Pankaj Mittal)
Joint Secretary

Encl ; As above

1. The Se-.,retary Government of India, Mmlstry of Human Resource Development.
Department of. Sec;ongary, Educahon and Higher Education, Shastri Bhavaii, New
Delhi-110001 .-

2. The Secretary, All Indla Councﬂ -for Technrcal Educatron I.C. Sports Complex,

Indraprastha Estata,, New Delh: 110002.

The Secretary, Aq’SOCiﬁtlU:l of Indian Universities .(AiU: 16 Convade Inderpt Gup =

Marg (Kotla Marg),‘New DéThi=1 10002

4. The Secretary; N%tional Counc&l for Teacher Edu@tron I.G. Stadium, | P. Estate,

New Delhi=1.10002.:-
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6. The Vce—d'lancellor Indira Gan_____u-Natnonal Open University, Maidan Garhi, New
Delhi-110068

7. The Vice—chancellor Dr. B. R Ambedkar Open University, Rcad No.46. Jubilee:
Hills, Hyderabad 500033(Andhra Pradesh)

8  The Vice—chancellor Nelanda Open University, West Gandhi Mazidari Mt
800001(Bihar)

9 1he Vire.chancellor Dr’ Babaseghzh Ambecdkor Oscn Unh
Ahmedabad-380003(Gujarat)

1U. The Vice-chantellor Karnataka State Open Universily, Manaszgangotrn, Mysuic:-
570006(Karnataka)

17, The Vice-chancellor Yashwant Rzao Chavan Mgharashve Ocen University, Nazhit:
42222Z(Maharashtra) B

12 The Vice-chancellor, Kota ﬂpen U\ﬂg\_{egmty_; (Varohemah Pehauger Open
University), Kota—324U1U(HaJasthan
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12, lhe Vice chencellor Netgji Subhash Open University, Kuineiz - 7G3C20 (Ve
Bengal) |

14. The Vice-Chanccllor, Madhya Pradesh Bhoj(Open) Universiy, Bhepal-462010
™MP)

<1 A I 2 (4

(\.K. Jaiswal)
Under Secrelary




I'T‘h&ﬁé_- Universities are, therefore,

BAHADURS AN IAFAR 1
NEW DELHI110 0G;

RoP, Gangurde B ’
Additional Secret '
'i'e'l.H{_::.331965‘.?Jra ary

D.O.NO FL 126,03 (CRp-1 1) J
uly, 1go3

Dear Vice Chancellor, ZEJUL 1833

A6 you. are aware, the QOpen e

established 1n the countr '
: 1 Yy by an Act
Rgialature ip accordance with the p

Section *2(f) o University Grants Commission Act, 956,

eéapowvered to award g
In terms:i of Section 22 (1) of the UGC Act, 19SE. ki

It has been brought to the notice of the Commission that
the students who have done their H.A. from open
URlvereities are debarred by universities from registration
for Ph.D. studies.’ This {s most unfair in view of the
lmportance attached to the Open University and distance
learning {n Naticnal Polfey on Edicsticn, i885: Tne Frogracze
0 Aotion-02 also aims at promoting the mob{lity of students
among open unfversities and among the traditlionz!
LUnivereitias, This can be made possible only when there is a

workable understanding between open universities and

traditional wuniversities for recognition of each other's
degrees on reciprocal basisg. A Hemoranduo of Understending
has alraady been signed between Un{versity of Pondicherry anc
Indira Gandhi National Open University which provices for
Feeagnitian af 2ach ather's degrees and diplomas as well ss
transfer of credits for courses successfully completed by
ftudents hetween the two universities. The other unfversities
may also make similar arrangemsents so that the mo bility <«
gtudenta from ODpen University stream to tradltionz!

universities is ensured without any difficulty.

I haps that your university vill make unecessary efforts

f
in this direction and let the Commission know the progress.

Vith regards.

.

Yaurs &incerely,
’“‘["ﬂad‘.{‘

(R.P: GARgHFARI
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